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Paper by Eddie Webster:

fiis i "Black Consciousnass and the
; White Left"

e T B T P e ATy e gl i3 g



o,

. Conscl
: Africa
i

(D

in:thi

(2) -

. _{_

BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE WHITE LEFT

s paper 1.want to explore the nature of the concept of Black
busness and Its implications for the 'white left! within South
'} Such & task seems necessary for three reasons: :

It is popularily belleved that Black Consciousness is a recent

”developmenf in South Africa. While it is true that the term

jtself and the form i+ has takeh Is a new response by the Black
knTeIligenTsna to a specific historical situation, it is possible

I‘“fo,Trace similar #endenclies in earlier responses by Blagks.
'Inifhe 1920's the South African Communist Party felt at first

rhreafened by Garveyism with its: slogan of 'Africa for the Africans!
as| 1+ seemed to challenge their basic premise of inter-racial class
:ollaarify It is lnferesflng to note here that Garveyism, like
B. C., was first articulated in Black America and it would be

useful to trace more carefully “the Influence of America on the

South African movement from the late ninetwenth: cenfury onhwards

(Sae Hami I ton and Carmichae!l Black Power) Agaln in the 1940's

'the emergence of the non-Eurcpean Unity Movement with i+ts jemphasis

on Black solidarity seemed to threaten the White left, Sﬂmilarly,
”on+ained within the A.N.C. were the contradictory tendengles of
Rfricanlsf and non-racial and consequently the A.N.C. showed an

amb | valence, particularly marked at the level of organizaiion.

Thus the Congress movement was based on a 'pillar! sfrucfjre comprising
sgveral different organizations, each raclal in Its membenship

;‘aparT from the trade union component. The A.N.C., the Indian
Longress, the coloured Peoples Congress and the Congress of Democrafs,

eFTricfed their membership in practice to Africans,

Indians Coloureds and Whites respectively. The arguments in

favour this pillared structure were similar to those used by

ASO when withdrawing from NUSAS, except that SASO widened thelr concept
6f Black to include Indians and-. Coloureds within one organlza+|on.
Likawise the breakaway of P.A.C. from the Congress movement in

’1959 can be in part explalned by the desire of Africans to 'go

f the White left and other 'minority group interests! inithe

ongress movement. Of course, |'m not suggesting that the B.C.
movemenT is a front for these organlizations., However, it does
seem to be important to understand i+s similarities with tendencies
that have been present throughout the Black man's struggle for
freedom In South Africa,
A second reason why such a +ask is necessary is that "whites now
'have the opportunity of re-examining thelr own image and remaking
uf +o fit Into the new man ‘énvisaged by the oppressed people=-=~----,
in the lfong run the oppresseéd will have to free the oppressors who
‘are unable (and unwilling) to free themselves".(1) g

ET on thelr own' and 1o escape what they saw as the domination

Finally, it is necessary to examine B.C. because in the long run

1.5 some type of alliance with the White left will be necessary and the

ﬁegree to which Whites have understood the Implication of B.C. will
be reflected in the specific type and quality of this alliance.
(1 hope this point will be made clearer later on).

B;C. Proposition

, {a) that Blacks have certain common cultural and historisal

experiences arising out of colonialism which they need
to articulate and become aware of, i.e. conscious.

L;(b) that Blacks need to mabilize themselves as a group - show
sofidarity - in order fo realize this new conscioushess and
translate it into the power necessary to overcome White

racism.
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Let me try and spell out more clearly +he nature and implications ;j
of these two propositions. foit

Fq Thus B.C. !

Iin the course of the expansion of Europe and the development of t
European colonialism a systematic phllosophy of white racism iy Sulture an:
emerged. At the core of this philosophy was the belief in the innate | in the Bla
superiority of those held to be genetically white and conversely ‘the - Intelligen
innate inferlority of those who were not whité.  Black- became a fj} culture dr
symbol of inferiority consigned to nothingness, 1 is therefore L inheri fanc
in the first instance thls common experience of colonialism and ﬁﬂq‘ past elfthe
racial oppression that the people of Africa, America and Asia seek i | of the awa
to bacome -aware 6f through B.C. "In.its negative form we Lilj The hegamo
recognise the fact of a specific form of suffering; that of having ; | suggested
been a colonized peopie. I+ stands to reason that part of our Loty of the Bia
. consciousness of being black people amounts fo a 'mutual knowledge' | 11 white worl
of this suffering at the hands of white domination™. (2) gﬁi artist was
bl The vast m
What did the common suffering under colonialism involve? I+ v’ because hi
involved the distortion and disfiguring of indigenous history. il North or T
"The whole history of the Black people is presented as ‘a long (! in the whi
famentation of repeated defeats ...... a lot of attention has fo {1 Purged.
be paid to our history if we as Blacks want to aid each other in {1 the poet w
our coming into conscious. We have to rewrite our history and ! for the Bl
" describe In it the heroes that forimed the core of resistance to the [/ ! of whites
White invaders. These have 1o be revealed and the stress has fo be ||, ;??+2§2221

laid on the successful nation-building attempts by people like L
Shaka, Moshoeshoe and Hintsa. It invoived the systematic £
destruction of African religious beliefs by missionaries who were
unable fo distinguish betwéen basic Christian principles and
Wictorian culture and customs. These culture-bound missionaries
thought it thelr duty to impose European cultural traits such as
styles of dress and worship on their converts. They were unable fo
see that the rituals ofEuropean Christendom had potential meaning only
in the context of European culture. in fact African ontology
challenges the central European phllosophical contention of the
separation of mind and matter. Senghor observes that "for the
‘African, matter in the sense the Europeans understand it is only

The 'seconc
., 1o reach 1
| being blac
misundersi

, Firstiy, |
| seems for
' raclst or
. misunders-

when one ¢

la system of signs which translates the single reality of the ATe GXP|2'
Universe: belng, which is spirit, which is life force. Thus, the Thus cen
whole universe appears as an infinitely small and at the same time _prejudice
an infinitely large network of life forces which emanate from God 1, racial gr
and end in God who i5 the source of all life forces". (3) i because |
. i power ove
Mangaryi observes "that as a result of a number of historical is insign
(e.g. colonialism) and social-cultural contingencies such as the signitfies
missionary effort, most of the valuable aspects of African ontology o called up:
were undermined. ~ The colonizers waged a fotal war on negritude - fiv 32 by whi
mainly through the missionary thrust'., (4)  Consequently B.C. has il the race
meant the attempt to_dévelop. a specifically black religious’ response | rationall
Black Theology is a theology which attempts to reflect the condition growing a
of being black. ' CE T . mobllize
| (1 that this
The colonization process involved the destruction of African culture il hostillty
through European education and the spread of materialistic and i immature
individualistic capitalist values. Julius Nyerere writes that . must not
Yeolonial education was motivated by a desire to incuicate the .\ based on
values of the colonial society and to frain individuals for the Al of Europe
service of the colonial state ..... (to satisfy) the need for local | . are remov
clerks and junior officials .... (it was) modelled on the British fﬁ large par
' system, but with even heavier emphasis on subservient attitudes and |, should e
on white-collar skills. Inevitably too, it was based on the ZLH Africa b?
assumpticn of a coloniallst and capitalist society. M . may be a
emphasized and encouraged the individualistic Interests of mankind il ?verwhgln
instead of his co~operative interests. |1 led fo the posftion black mar
of individual material weal+th being the major criterion of social mert b lackness
and worth". (5) . i recogn i z¢
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i€, involves an attempt to draw on some aspects of Indigenous
the day-to~day living experience.of"{{fe

giand to.blend it into
IBtack social world, To date It is evident that the Black -

lﬁjknfsia have falled to dévelop ah authentic African national
redrawing on.the rich fexture of the Nguni, Sotho and Venda
f%fnca. “With few oxceptions African urban culture has In the
gbﬁher'expreséed itself In derivative American movie form or
Q;Ewareness of the heed to develop a culture which can challenge
agemony of liberal assimilationism (6) A SASO member recently

eﬁﬂéd two reasons for this failure fo examine the 'frue publtic!
&
1l

{45 )i, SIE ¥ & SO

~ sug
: o ofd

he ﬁlack artist. “Firstly the Black artist was accepted into the

; @rld and was then defined as an artist. Secondly, the Black

i into preparing his works for white readership.

‘TW majortty of Black people were unaware of the black artist
‘fwhis‘painTIngs hung in the carpeted mansions of Parktown

;*ﬁ the Berea; the poetry was being avidly. published

j@whife liberal magazines so that the white conscience can be

. .jﬁ- And the Black elitists follow suit and criticise and appreciate
the qg@ﬁ.who can emulate Keats, Shelly, Shakespears. The standard
;égBlack author has been laid by Alan Paton and that company

]iqs who capltallze on the black experience and black suffering
qg@épTance into the white world - and thus aspire more and more for

wh[+jn$§s.
#obe
il [ |§1'“x

econd proposif1on Involved the assertion that if Blacks want

was conditioned

The se
Toﬁrﬁé“h this new consciousness they have to develop a pride in
: Hlack and mobilize as a group. This has led o two

:§u7d2fs+andings.

Fir 1} it is held that this Is a type of raclsm In reverse. .This
s8¢ o me fo be a nonsense-statement as something must either be
.,45; ;@r not. racist - it can't be racist in reverse! ~~The essentlal
mi §u l;rs*anding saems to arise from the fact that racism emerges
‘Wh”h‘pﬁe group stligmatizes another as inferior in order to facilitate
t5 exploitation while maintaining 2 monopoly of power over It.
Th;s’@jpfral to a racist position - as distinct from racial
pr;jgpbce - would be the possession of exclusive power over another
ragi n&group. _ Blacks have been forced to mobllize around race
‘béca&s?{if'is on the basis of race that Whites have maintained their
power, gver Blacks. Thus Mangany! writes that "skin colour itself
is/|ingligni ficant. What is Important is what the skin actually
sign{ﬁ@es in soclologlcal and psychological terms, We are being

cajl?d{ppon to change the negative sociological scheme Imposed upon
us;byEWhifes". I+ seems Important therefore to distinguish between
the

j hﬁg@;preiudice of the whites - which in large parts acts as a
rationalization for exploltation, inequality and privilege - and the
growing awareness of the Blacks of Yhelr ldentity and the need to
moilﬂﬁke'as a group to assert that identity. 1t must.be accepted
Th,TiprspBlack awareness will sometimes manifest itself In racial

hos Hi ity to Tndividual whites - while such a response is politically
im aﬁ%ge as |1 confuses the colour white with a social system, i+

must not be confused with the race prejudice of the whites as 1t Is
based jon real grievances and a collective awareness of centuries
of*Euﬁgpean colonialism and racial domination. When the grievances
ar h%ﬁoved the perception of the conflict in racial terms will in

la gbhparf disappear, therefore there is no-logical reason. why whites
shi u“ﬁjexpecf.To be discriminated against in a democratic South

Af; Lcﬂmbecause>of their whiteness. Thus,"while'colour blindness’

mal peia sound goal ultimately, we must realize thaT race is an
oyerwlidiming part of life in this historical period. There 1s no
bﬂack;mgn in this country who can live 'simply as a man'.. This
blackness Is an ever-present fact of this racist society whether he

. regogiizes it or not'.

g .
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B.C. and the White Liberals

The second misunderstanding arises from a popular view that the
central thrust of B.C. is aimed at the White liberals. This

seems to miss the point - B.C. Is essentially an attack on the White
power structure of which they quite correctly see the vast bulk

of whites as part of. B.C. involves two separate but related

points about White liberals. Firstly, that liberals are
politically impotent and therefore blacks must not rely on them for,
their Iiberaflon, ‘Hence, the important emphasis of B.C. on the fact
that the Black is on his.cwn and that he must not become dependent

cn thé White liberal #o protect or advance his Interests. We find
in SASO's policy statement the premise that before the Black people
should join ‘the open society, they should first close ranks to form
themselves into a "solid gtoup to oppose the definite racism that

is meted out by the White society, to work cut their direction clearly
and bargain from a position of strength". '

Their second point levied against the White liberals is that they are
essentially hypocritical and many are still imbued with essentially
racist assumptions. : Here, interestingly, the B.C. shares common
ground with some Afrikaans critics of White liberals. Michiel le
Roux raises this criticism at NUSAS whose "abhorrewce of the present
situation is also regarded with suspicion in consequence of their
acceptance of the material benefits which the system offers them, as
members of the White group. The moderates see NUSAS as being

a group of living-room liberals who are part and parcel of the
present situation but who, wishing to ease a guilty conscience and
fol low Western Trends, prefend to be the sole defenders of democracy

and the rule of law in South Africa and to promote a non-racial society"

(7) I think an analysis of S.A. liberalism and its institutions
would tend to bear out the essential dichotomy between theory and
pracftice. One example will suffice.
two decades of the so-called Open Universities and much energy has
been devoted to defending them. Only Wits and UCT ever had academic
integration and then it was only a token number who were always
social ly segregated. Natal has always had a separate sectlion for
blacks and Rhodes has always been a tribal University.

The Rejection of Multi-Racialism

|
Two important points emerge from the second proposition ofB.C. and
theyl both relate to the Ilberal-assimilatizn model. Firstly, that
there was a premature insistence on non-racial organisations in the
past, at a stage when the experience and life styles of Africans
and non~Africans were widely different. This tended to stunt the
emergence of African interests bec 58 Afrscans +00 readlly accopTed
coalition with non=Africans. (E) i i

4

I+ offen had the unintended consequence of recreafing |nTernally some
of the race hierarchies of the larger soclety. ‘Both black and white
found i+ difficult to emerge. from their background of dominated and
dominator. The importance of this cri+vc1sm has béen underlined
agaln recéently-with the fai lure of:the.multi-racial experlmenT at
Wilgersprult: . That failure ef-multi-racialism was blamed on the
different life styles.and different experiences that precluded any
genuine communication. Dale Whife Is quoted as saying that "our
old assumptions about multi-racialism don't hold anymore. We have
to find a new basis for working together. Whites have }o change

to a point where they aren't asking Blacks to support their way of
life, but are willing to respond to the adaptation that Blacks

are asking of them. This basis can only be found when both sides
become secure enough and strong enough to confront each other (9)
The basic dlfference in strategy between the liberal and the B.C.
movement lles simply In this: where the liberal sees non-racialism

as the antithesis of racism B.C. asserts that strong solidarity”®
among Blacks Is the antithesis of Wwhite racism.

Much has been made over the last

o v

' Clive NeT*Ieh
¥ state of cons
“'in order “that
o snable con
1ﬂU1+nma*ely It
buf it is'an
would be betw
'+he forerunne
:,co-equals unt
" 'that they hav
Jl| be the t
ade clear he
remature ‘at
‘suppor*lve r¢
s uggesT two 1
“Lnon of.any It
v\isomefhlng pel
‘i de| f-avident
;W:safeguard ag

? A second pol
! "l does- not mea
"’of norms dra
% ' suggest, inv
' i'soclety and-
“fhe socliety
movemenf doe

l have deal-
‘as it seems
“rarms ‘in ort
)seems to me
amb lguous a
‘| have capt
zbe clear th
' eg. the re-

U1 now want
White Left
exclusive -
hold more *

‘¢ The T,

At first 1t
seeing i1 ¢
misinterpre
“ +he break 1
responded -
their basit
of civit |
to the brei
traditiona
role in So

L@ The,

i The despai
/v of the non|
¥ Blacks as

traditione
He axperie
by dovelof




at the

This

n The White
T bulk
lated

n them for
on the fact
dependent
We find
ifack people
ks to form
1sm that
ction clearly

hat they are’
ssentially

s common

Ichiel le

the present

of their

rs them, as
being

of the

fence and

f democracy
racial society”
Hitutions

gory and

s over the last
1argy has

vad academic
always

ztlon for

fB.C. and
stly, that
fons In the
fricans
stunt the |
ly ‘accepted
sral ly Some
¢ arid white
inated and
lorlined
iment at
1 on the
luded any
wat "our

We have
> change
r way of
acks
vth sides
th other (9)
‘he B.C.
‘racialism
larity

H
ijClivé

e

I Ultima eﬁk

‘i butr: |t!|15 @ necessary, interim state,
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premature
| supportive role to play.

| selfre
‘T‘sgfﬁ9u§ﬁﬁ against the false relationship of paternalism:

-socliety .ahd-proportionate contribution to the joint culture

1 amb
11 have
| pe ¢lean-that there is more to black politics than ‘black consclousness.
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’.Neﬁflefon'SUmmarized the position succintly. "The presenﬁ
state gfjiconsciousness of black and white makes separation inevitable

! in' ofdgrthat the.groups may each find an identlty strong enough |

+o eﬁa

bl&l constructive encounter between the two to take place.
i+ Is unlikely that separation will prove satisfactory

: At present, encounter

ellbetween. 'unequals'; change in power relations could be'

forerunner of real change. There can be no meeting as betwéen

co-equals until such time as blacks have sufficient power fo ensure

that|they have an equal stake in the bargaihing and ultimately It

willlibe the blacks who set the terms". (10) However, it must be

madémclaﬁr here that to assert that multi-recial organisations are

smature ‘at this stage Is not the same as saying whites have no

! /. As @ preliminary guideline | would

5Ugge! iﬁwo,requiremenfs for community action: (1) the sine qua

noniof jany involvement .is competencé and(2) that students should have

soMeﬁthj.personal to gain from the activity. The first point is
eyident; the second point - reciprocity - Is a necessary

o)

A second point in the Black Consciousness pbsi+ion is that integration

1 doesi nottimean: assimilation of Blacks into an already gstablished set

of norms drawn up and motivated by white society. Integration, they
i SUQQFSFngnVOIVGS free participation by Individuals In a given |
of ;

fheﬁbo ﬁbTy'by individuals. In other words, the Black consciddsness

movement does not accept uncritically white culture as a model to
L]
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THE IWHITE RESPONSE

i ™ i g d i
i Il

._? J‘h%ve deatf at some length with the natiure of Black Consciousnéss
! ‘as |t seems important for us tfo understand it largely on its own

| terms

in order to develop an effective response fo it. However, it
to me that there are aréas of Black consciousness which are
uots and undeveloped and | remain unsure of the extent to which
captured their definition of it. Furthermore it should’

seams

9

eg.?TWewre~emergence of African trade unions.
| n¢w§wan+ to Identify three broad categories of responses on the
white lLeft to B.C. | must emphasize that they are not mutually
exclusive - in other words, 1t is quite possible for a person fo

'

holtd more than one of these views.

(1)) The Traditional Liberal

‘At first tradifional Iiberals respohded to B,C.'in a defensive way.
‘seeing it as a rgTher.Unfalr atfack on themselves. They tended tfo
misinterpret the emphasis on black as racist and were threatened by
| the'break up of thelr platform In non-racial organisations. They
responded -to the call for separate organisations by re-iterating
their basic principles of equality, non-raclalism and the protection
of cl¥ii Iiberties. The response of some members of NUSAS in 1969
to ‘theé breakaway of SASO may fall into this category. The
traditional llberal finds it difficult fo recognise the limits of his
role IniSouth Africa.

Co

tZTﬂ.iThe}DespalrinQ Liberal

Thé.déspairing liberal sees In the emergence of B.C. The collapse
of he'non-raclal ideal. He at first reluctantly recognises the
Bidcks ‘as the authentic agents of radical change, but, like the
Trédiﬁﬁonal liberal, he misinterprets i+ as a racist response.
He lbxpdriences deep foelings of guilt and over-compensates for this
by developing an emotional and uncritical support of all B.C.
positions. ‘

|

|
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In the USA this response was mani fested in.the speech of one 'despalring
liberal' who said "We are Just-a Iittle tail on the end of a very ok
powerful Black Panther, and | want to be on that +ail - if fhey 11 let me'y -

Consequently he defines the situation as histofically tmpossible for the
white liberal:and eventual ly either withdraws from the countiy or joins:
Anglo-American!  The despairing liberal t& upable 10 find an éffective role
for himself because.he now deflnes the problem in over-rigid, undialectical
racial categories, . rather than as a particular form of racial capitalism,

(3)  The Committed Rad[call

The committed radical retains his commitment ‘o a non-racial S.A. but
accepts that an emphasis on black solldarity rather than non-raciallsm -

is necessary at this stage. He accepts It as entirely ‘appropriate that:
Blacks should respond to their own-situation In S.A. in racial terms.” A
shared awareness of race discrimination.is their definition of.the situation.
Likewise, he accepts .that most whites also perceive the situation in

racial terms and that white workers share no potential class Interest with
black workers as they have been incorporated into the white power
structure. This | take:to be the point that is made by a SASO member when
he said "They tell us that the situation is a ¢lass struggle rather than a
race ona. Let them to'go van Tonder in the Free State and tell him this',
Thus unlike the traditional liberal he.recognises the limits of his role
and accepts the blacks as the agents of. their own liberation. However,
unlike the despairing liberal his support of B.C. is not uncritical,
precisely because he shares an active commitment to radical change with
other blacks. The Committed radical points to the danger of B.C.
becoming a mere short-term emotional release and the growth of a
narcissistic mystique of blackness ~ the idea that merely being black is an
adequate statement of political raclicalism, and that being black one is
contributing more tc the overthrow of white supremacy than white people
could posshily do, This seems to me to be an important area which we

In Fanon's: critique of Negritude, which he sees leading to a form of
false~decolonisaticn where the essential institutions of colonlalism are
retalned in the post-colonial era by a corrupt black bourgeoisie. There
is a danger:that the stress on blackness obscurés and mystifies the
problem, Putting it crudely you have not understood the problem until

you recognise the fact that exploitation can Just as well have a black
face as a white face. At the end of a decade of Independence Nyerére
re~assessed the independence struggle In these terms ...many leaders

of the independence struggle were.not against caplitalism; they simply
wanted its fruits, and-saw Indgpendence as the means to that end.

Indeed, many of the most active fighters. in the indepandence movement

were motivated-consciously or un-consciously - by the belief that only
with Independence could they attain that ideal of individual wealth which
their edu atlon or their experience in the modern sector had establlished
as a worthwhile goal ... This lack of Ideclogical confent.during the
independence struggle often served o maintain unity among the anti-~
colonialist forces, or to prevent .a divarsion gt énergies Into the- -
difflcult question of socialist educatjon (I was hot only 'sel fishness
which made the leaders think only in ferms of Africanising the capitalist

economy of the colenialists, often they had no knowledge of any alternatives)p

But i+ can present a serious problem in the post-independence period.
(Nyerere: Freedom and Socialism).. . .

The committed radical sees In the uneven development of capitalism the -
creation of potential conflicts of interests within the black community
and tho danger of the emergenee of black middle-classes who feel their -
interests are best served by individual careerism and the preservation of
the status quo. They are conscious of the power of the. capltalist system
to cultivate artificial needs and channel political energles into
consumerism. Here also, one has 1o recognise the potential of the policy
of separate development for diverting Black energies intc the |imifad
status and rewards of the apartheid institutions. The committed radicals
stress +the extent to which a middle-class university tralned :

Black has o go through a difficult process ot adaption In order to. work
on a fruitful level of equality with the black peasant or worker - -
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e{quot casler for him than a white person, but i+ 1s still
= + he should not-let-his -Biackness
‘The committed radical sees the power

bling him! fo these dlfficulties.
1pf Tbeﬁ-l»gﬁ in the unorganised working class and encourages the advocates
dfvB,Cjﬂlygprganlse,ﬁ$rican +rade unions.. Committed radicals feel

they have! access to certain skills &nd a freedom of movement that enables

1d1 £ficl

: %ﬁhem tg play a supportive role In areas where blacks may find I+t

)
{L |

otfiet gide of the coin of the committed radical's response to B.C.

takeseriously Carmichae!'s statement that 'If the white man wants

p.,ha can go home and free his own people'. In the South African
I‘"$ hls can be Interpreted In part to mean that whites must work
{ ltransformation of thelr own culture in the African context.

sTfo me to present us with an exciting opportunity of discovering
ric }_‘ﬁ our African-ness. Clive Nettleton has suggested that the

- quajjinon of such an achlevement 1s a knowledge of African ltanguages
lofl A rican music and art. This seems to me to be a sensible approach,
hotight|we must be careful about our purpose for doing this - plenty of
,'1;} ists speak an African language and feel they 'know the native'
arb [thus better able to control him. In the USA the frults of the
I Hihaissance, the first signs of the development of Black culture from
‘ k%gave patftern, were expropriated by the whites, and this process
| centlnued to the present. The Black man can be an entertainer but

alip >§Pcer of culture, or if a producer then not of a black national

[ 611y Again Nettleton suggests that whites should simplify

wstyle. This relates to an earlier point about consistency -

.
|

|

1

1\ balahced response to thes

i

ffg-
“‘nghf +o radical |life~style, and the time Is tong overdue for the
aff in 5.A. to think out the full implications of thelr political
An thelr personal llves. At the same +ime this should not be
ted as a plea for so-called 'dropping out! ~ a form of escapist
lave that bears a strong resemb lance to Marie Antoinette's

lat playing shepherdess. °

‘ﬂlﬁa;e$+o attempt fo transform white culture In +the African context

. einfrdﬁ+b engage in a debate with white soclety in an ldiom which 1+
b@undé stands. To begin with, we need to turn our eritical gaze onto
;gwhifqﬁs[cieTy_TD show clearly how its ‘'social institutions maintain
l'and perpetuate Inequality. We must focus not on the Institutions of

[ *AfriKanerdom but those of white English South Africa - our families, the
{

7;privafe“schools, the unlversitios, the economic institutions and the.
", churches. We must recognise that for a white to liberate himself

frdmﬂ.gcism is a long and difficult intel lectual and psychclogical
?‘procé o I+ tequires firstly, an awareness of precisely how deeply
racism lhas permeated our concepts of reallty and our identity.

' Emotlbriatly and intellectual ly one has to go Through a long period of

i critical self-examinations to understand the forces that have shaped us -

" thisiprocess of de-soclalisation and de-colonisation is a fotal process
as. 11 anolves re-discovering the history of our country and the

| eultlre of I4s peoples. The difficulty here lies In developing &

o 'discoverics' as It is all too easy to sevelop

[, exaggerated feelings of collective guilf.

is a procaess which can only take on

fo%]safion and de-socialisation
A. society accompanied by reflection-

meanfing through active involvement In S.
sufhentic unity of theory and practice. However, in our debate

Hwhite society we must avoid moralism and we must recognise tha

¢tivaly reactionary nature of that society - we must realise that
snpot change white society but we can only make it more receptive to

| Lpd;of changes that the oppressed will force wpon it. Finally, we

| récognise that B.C. is not so much a description of social reallty
nlattempt to change this reality by a group of Black intellectuals
cognise that thelr unity is their strongest weapon. Thus it Is

recaol
pos%pb éﬁﬁo demonstrate that very little actual unity exists among The

sammuni 1y .




But this Is 4o miss the point ~ the first step fo changing reality Is to
conceive of how 1+ could be different. Black consciousness has

mapped out some -of the steps needed to change this reality - my task
today has been to describe this attempt and the white response to it -
our task now is tfo translate our commitment intc meaningful radical action.
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Sociological Perspective, for a development of this theme.
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